


Nagabe 


-The Shiva’s memories- 





Sitil, a Rin 


The Girl from the Other Side 





Chapter 26 


am TERY STNG get 





ae ~ Aguae nea S# 


DOWN 
THERE! 
HOUSES! 








oe 


Ds ee TS 


\ 





'S 


HER 
FRIEND 


ee UU 


COTTAGE? 


e 
Fu 
R50 
=O 
w~ 
a8 
Qo 


, 





AUNTIE 
SAID 
THERE 
WERE 
LOTS OF 
TREES. 


OH, OH! T 
REMEMBER! 
SHE SAID 
IT'S CALLED 








THIS SAYS 
“UNCLE 
LONG- 


eo 
oe 
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My. IT'S 
ACTUALLY 
QUITE A 
RESPECTABLE 
LITTLE 
COTTAGE. 


NESTLED 
IN THIS 
COPSE OF 
TREES, IT'S 
DIFFICULT 
TO SEE 
FROM A 
DISTANCE. 
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MERELY 

LL-FiT TED ». ~ereflnenmeetl 
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CONDITION. | ate : 





S 
BS 


‘ \ . Ne 
RRA AES 
AWS ‘ 

\ 


~e Ss 
WO 

Yare AS 
Peay i. 


No 
NS 
Ws 
AN » 
A 





I 
BELIEVE T 
SEE SOME 

DISHES 
AND 
CUTLERY, 
TOO. 
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CHILL, 
MAJ- 
ESTY. 
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y _ OUR HOLY 
FATHER MUST 
SURELY BE 
FILLED WITH 
SORROW, 
LOOKING 
DOWN UPON 
\ THE WORLD 
NOW. 





THEN 
THE LIGHT 
OF HIS JOY 
ILLUMINATES 
THE_WORLD 

ONCE 


AGAIN. ara Wa JSSOX a d\ succor To 


THE EARTH. /° 


IN TIME 
THOSE TEARS 
















LIFTING 
ND 
CARRYING 
THOSE 
WHO HAVE 
NO LEGS 








TRANS- 
PORTING 
THE SEEDS 






i |: } THUS WAS ALL 

LET OUR Oo THE LIFE IN 

FAITH BE eS ap | OUR WORLD 
STEADFAST wy At 

AS WE 
AWAIT THE 

SUN'S 

RETURN. 

SO SAY THE 
TEACHINGS 
OF OUR 
LORD. 


Sule 








BELIEVE 
THE 
SOUL 
Is? 


I AM OUR 
HEAVENLY 
FATHER'S 


THIS WORLD, 
AFTER ALL. 


YOu 
ALWAYS 
HAVE JUST 
THE RIGHT 
WORDS TO 
UPLIFT ME, 
FATHER. 








ANYTHING 
THAT LACKS 
THOSE 
EMOTIONS-- 


THAT SOUL-- 
IS MERELY 


WE EACH 
POSSESS 
THE SIX 
FUNDAMENTAL 
EMOTIONS, 
WHICH ARE 
CENTRAL TO 
WHO WE ARE. 
THEY ARE 





HEAVENLY 
FATHER'S 
TEACHINGS 
TELL US... 


BESTOWED 
THESE 
FRAGMENTS 
UPON ALL 
INSIDERS... 


ARE MADE 
FROM TINY 
FRAGMENTS 
OF HIS OWN 
HOLY 
ESSENCE. 
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HEAVENLY 
FATHER NOT 
DEIGN TO 
PROTECT 
us? 








IFALLARE \ | f= \~ . : 
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WHY HAS OUR ONS SANDS OF 
HEAVENLY (A TA ONY they tive INSIDERS 
FATHER eee i é | = Y IN TERROR OF LIVE WITHIN 
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ALL THE 
MEN _HAVE 


BEEN 
INFORMED. 


YOU'LL 
DEPART 
TOMORROW |, 








You 
HAVEN'T 


BEEN 
SLEEPING 
WELL 





BUT YEP. 
ene ue . 

no, | | PLUFFED IT 
DuSTY- sake | LOTS, So IT 
SMELLING, ne SHOULD 
I GUESS. F oe) BE OKAY. 


GO T0 
WATER, AS |} 2 ee 
CONTINUE 


CLEANING. 


HE MAP 
INDICATES 
THERE 
IS ONE 
NEARBY, 
YES. 





ARE YOU 
CERTAIN 
YOU'RE ALL 
RIGHT? 
YOU LOOK 
AWFULLY 
PALE. 


THAT, IF 


WE H 
MORE 
rr 


AVE 
TIME, 
'S 





THERE'S 


AND you \ 
STILL SHOW 


SOLDIERS 
WILL NOT 
FIND US 
HERE... 
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NOW 
THEN 
IT'S TIME 
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ws 
oy 
23 

zt 











POKING 
OUT OF 
YOUR 
POCKET. 
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OOH, 
IT’S SO 
PRETTY! 





OH, 
THERE'S 
SOME- 
THING 
INSIDE! 
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PARTICU- 
LARLY 
SUR- 

PRISED. 


YOU'RE 
Ly, 


HOw'D YOU 
BECOME AN 
OUTSIDER? 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


Hk 
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VO ea 


EEN 





I LIVED 


BUT 
HOW THEY 
LOOKED, 


WHAT THEIR 


DELUDING 
MYSELF... 








DON'T . Ob - 

ower | ; Te SUPE 
S: IT’S SUPER 

KEEP IT! bas RIGHT? 


TO BE 
HONEST, 


WHENEVER IT NO 


YOU FIND Ser Tee: 
THEM AGAIN, Ga. ‘i 
& ESPECIALLY 
i" i 


IT'LL HELP 
YOU KNOW RELEVANT 
TO ME. 


IT’S THEM! HAT ey: f : 


iz ® 


KEEP IT, ; gail : 


MAYBE 
SOMEDAY 
YOU'LL RE- 
MEMBER! 








GAIN 


EITHER? 


THING, 
SHIVA? 








IT HURTS 
SO MUCH... 
1 CAN'T 
BEAR IT 


SOMEONE 
HELP 
ME! 
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DRY OUT. KINDLING. 
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IF SOME- 
THING IS 
BOTHERING 








THEN 
ALL OFA 
SUDDEN, I 

REMEMBERED 
AUNTIE'S 
HOUSE. 


EVEN 
IF I DID, 
AUNTIE’S 

NOT 


AND LAST 
TIME IT WAS 
THER 


a 





ABOUT 
AUNTIE... 














YOU WERE 
DESPERATELY 
STRUGGLING 
7O BE 


STRONG 
DESPITE YOUR 
GRIEF AND 
LONELINESS. 


HOW 
COULD I 
CONVINCE 
MYSELF 
THAT YOU 
WERE 
FINE? 


HOW 
COULD I 
NOT PUT 

THE 
PIECES 
TOGETHER? 


PLAIN THAT 








COME ON, 
TEACHER! 
LET'S 
HURRY 
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Chapter 28 


YOU ARE 
POSITIVE 
THAT THIS 


IT'S 
CERTAINLY 


BUT THIS 
TIME, I'LL 








WHAT'RE 
You 
GONNA DO, 
TEACHER? 





THE 
CREATURE 
MAY TRY TO 
SPRING AT 
ME THE 
MOMENT TI 
OPEN THE 
DOOR. 


THAT 
CURLY- 
HORNED 
OUTSIDER IS 
A CAUTIOUS 


YOU STAY 
BACK AND 
READY AN 
ARROW. 


I MADE A 
POINT OF 
APPROACH- 
ING NOISILY 
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AH... 
ALL 
THAT 


FOR 
NOTHING. 
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Those 
strange 
Black 
Children 


wont 


come 
here. 





THEY 
AREN'T 
HERE, 
EITHER! 


YOU TOLD 
us T 
WERE HERE, 
DIDN'T YOU? 
DION’T 
YOU?! 


If they 
aren't here, 
| dont 
know 
where 
they've 
gone. 


IT MUST 


REALIZED 
WE'D COME 
SEARCHING 


AND ABAN- 


DONED ITS 





VILLA 
AGAIN? 





ASKED THE 
OTHERS 


HE 
TO 
MISLEAD 


and that, 
whatever 
else 
they were 
asked, they 
would say 
they didn't 


know. 


We decided 
they would 
say onl 
that they'd 
Seen you 
at the place 
you left 
behind... 


Some of 
the flyin 
ne fing 
saw you 
leaving. 





to hurry 
and give 
it back 


to 
Iytother. 


It’s been 
so long 
since 
I've seen 
somethin 
that wasn't 
empty 


inside. 





Yes. 
We were 
interrupted 
when we 
last spoke 
before 
Istother. 


wanted to 
speak 
with you 
further. 


WE'VE GONE 


WHERE THEY 
CANNOT 
FIND Us. 





It was 
chopped 
into tiny 

bits. 


That 
strange 
chil 
did it. 


ae The body 
| returned hee was no 
it to 7 _ longer o 
Iytother. em) an i 
to me 
in that 
state. 





WHAT 
isa || (sence 
AT THE 
LAKE... 


I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING 
NEARLY 
SO HUGE 
BEFORE. 


Ptother 
just 
birthed 
it. 





; Yes. 
Its body ¥ But she 
wasn't all ; birthed it 
the way much, much 
there yet. Na more quickly 
than any 
others. 
Perhaps 
because 
she used 
the shell 
of a 


soul? 


THAT 
TEMES fii 

| i Ah RE SAYING 
CREATURE-- | teak? | ARE SAY! 


TH y that You 
"MOTHER'-- ; | a OUTSIDERS 


WH DO NOT 
CREATES 
NEW 
IS 
THAT 
CORRECT? 


He 
doesn't 


strange know any 
Blac ef the 
: ings 
Child. peal 
know. 


bea 


| nt 
may be 
di ferent 


after all. 





Those 
pieces are 
gathered 

up by 
others and 
returned 

to 
Mother. 


giving 
ita 
new and 
pie 


orm. 


our 
existence 
ends, and 
we leave 


behind 


pe of 
other’s 
gifts 


to us. 


VNU 
\ Cr To phrase 


yf things 


another way, 
Hy we Black 

Oe ae ) Children are 
. Fare made and 


remade. 


Then, 
once we 
have lost PStother 
everything, ives us our 
and our odies. She 
duty gives us 
ends... sound and 
words and 
time and 


Stother 
will 
create 
a new 


Child... 





leave 
our pieces 
behind, 


That 
is our 
nature. 


YOUR AP- 
PEARANCE, 
YOUR 
“CURSE,” 





When we 
touch a soul, 
our curse 
moves into 
it and rots 
. a it away. 
What it \L phe ’ 
held within 
itself falls 
out and 
is lost. 


Eventually, 
it all rots 
away. 


But now, 
we have 
found an 
exception. 





We are 
not quite 
sure how 

to go about 

getting 
them 


back. 


When we 
catch a soul, 
we try 
different 
things...but 
every time, 
the curse 
ruins it 
before we 
can return it 
to Mlother. 


We are all 
capable of 
searching 


for and 
finding 


souls... 


This Child 
has told you 
about how we 
receive a curse 
along with 
Mother's gifts 
to us, yes? 





THE DIVINE 
PROTECTION 
OF THE 
GOD IN 


§ protecting 


IN soul. 


ONE 
THAT WE-- 
I MEAN, 
ONE THAT 
INSIDERS 


WORSHIP. 


But the soul 
ou call 
“Shiva” did 
not change. 
It is not 
rotting 
away. 


HAT'S 
CORRECT. 


ed 


HEN 





| ip Lee 


7 i E 
YOU NOW YW uHHn SHIVA HAS 
WISH TO iene MANIFESTED 
EXPERIMENT YAS —— NO SIGNS 
ON HER TO = 
DISCOVER 
HOW BEST TO 
STEAL HER 
SOUL. AM I 
CORRECT? 


WHATEVER 
THE 
CAUSE... 





BUT THESE : 
OTHER All ee 
OUTSIDERS... 


INSIDERS. 


I NOW 
KNOW THAT 
THEY WILL 
EVENTUALLY 
BECOME 
TREES, WE 
MUST SIMPLY 
AVO/D THEM 
UNTIL THAT 
HAPPENS. 


NOW THEY 
SAY NEW 
THAT ONES ARE 
ISA CONTINUALLY 
PROGLEM. BEING BORN 
FROM 
THE OLD? 





The 
second 
matter | 
wish to 

discuss is 
you. 


You are 
a strange 
Black 
Child, 


is what | 
wanted to 
discuss at 
PStother’s 
side. 





What | 
mean is, we 
Children of 
Itother and 
the strange 

Black 

Children 
are very 
different 


beings. 


You call 
yourself 


a strange ; We Children 
Black AS of Istother 
Child... eS can do 
things that 
strange Black 
Children 


can't. 


but there 
are things 
about you 
that aren't 
like them 
at all. 





lam 
beginning 
to think 
that... 


you ma 
actually be 


one of us. 
One of 

Pstother’s 
children. 





DISGUST- 
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TRYING 
TO 
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vO YOU 
REMEMBER 
THE 
GREAT 
PURGE? 


THE ONE 
SHORTLY 
BEFORE 
THEN. 


IT WAS 
WANDER- 
ING AROUND 
ONE OF THE 
LARGER 
TOWNS IN 
THE CENTER 
OF THE 
KINGDOM. 


WEE 


THE ONE 
AFTER AN 
OUTSIDER 
APPEARED 





eid CO ome 


PANIC LA as 
BROKE OuT ‘&! 

EVERYWHERE. 

HUNDREDS OF 

PEOPLE WERE 
PURGED, YET NO 

ONE FIGURED 

OUT HOW 


NOW THE 
VERY LAND 
THERE IS 
FEARED. THE 
ENTIRE AREA 
WAS WALLED 
OFF BY ROYAL 
COMMAND. 
PEOPLE CALL IT 
"THE HOLE IN 


RIGHT, THAT 
ONE. THE TOWN 
PRACTICALLY LAY 
IN THE SHADOW 
OF THE CASTLE 





rege 
Aes. oct 
EVER WROTE one 
IT KNEW A 
LOT ABOUT 
MEDICINE AND 
HEALING. 


DOCTOR 
OR A 
SCHOLAR. 


REMEMBERING 
THAT THERE 
WAS A PARTI- 
CULAR DOCTOR 
WHO LIVED IN 
THAT TOWN 
DURING THE 
GREAT 
PURGE. 
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Chapter 29 


NO! You 
CANNOT 


BE 
SERIOUS! 


STOP 
SPOUTING 
SUCH 


UTTER A 
NONSENSE! 





were 


ou 
called? 


If you 


were once 
as it 
is now, 
you would 


have had 


I AM 


you so 
sure that 
you've 
simply 
forgotten 
it? 


Perhaps 
you don't 
remember, 

because you 
never had 

one in the 

first place. 








ee TE 


LET'S 
CONTINUE 
DISCUSSION 
OUTSIDE. 








But however 
brief that time 
may seem, it 
is ae longer 
than the time 
it takes a 
cursed shell 
of a soul to 
become 
a tree. 


The 
strange 
Blac 
Children 
don't last 
even a 
month. 


If so, 

oud 
have little 

time 


indeed. 


Each Black 
Child fulfills 
as muc 
of their 
duty as 
they can in 
their time. 


Some finish \ hundred 


and return 
to Ptother 
within a 
single 
year. 


Still others 
are born 
and return 
in even 
less time. 


ey insist 

that you are 

and a hance 

that the Bisck 
EMIS’. ; Child... 

made you f 

what you 








Are you 
certain? 


Do not 
interrupt. 
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WH 


orm very 
yours. 


Lies like 


Child of 
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disappeared 


some time 
True, we 


were born 
rom 

Plother at 

the same 
time. 


Perhaps 
it has 
become 
a tree by 
now. 


WAS THE 
OUTSIDER 
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ie 


ALLA UY 
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But 
wouldn't 
you know 
that one 
better 
than |? 


fff 
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THAT 
ONE FAINT 
MEMORY 
REMAINS 
TO ME. 


THAT 
FIGURE 
APPROACHED 
ME... 


WHEN I 
CAUGHT 
SIGHT 


OF A 
FIGURE. 


SHOULD 
I EVER 
ENCOUNTER 
THAT 
CREATURE 
AGAIN, T 
WILL TAKE 
AN AX 


TO ITS 
=D SKULL 


WHEN I 
AWOKE, 


I WAS 
LIKE THIS. 





: fics It is not 
would no uncommon 


be surprising ; . - for Mother 
for there to . to give birth 


be other Black 
2 / to Black 
Children who : Children 
look much 


like you. 


with similar 


| think 
you 
may be 
MAKE ME one 
REPEAT 


MYSELF! 
you 


look so 
much like 
the one 
we knew. 


that one 
successfully 
stole your 
soul. 


Remember 
what | told 
ou. We 
Children of 
Ptother have 
abilities that 
strange Black 
Children 


lack. 
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THEY JUST 
WENT OFF 
SOMEPLACE 
ELSE TO 
TALK. 


WHEN YOU 
FEEL ALL 

GROUCHY 

AND UPSET 


INSIDE. 





is It true 
that your 
soul isn't 
cursed? 

That’s 

what 

all the 

others 

Say. 


0 
SIDERS. 


E 
TOUCH HIM, 
EITHER. 
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tee 


the result 
would still be 
only that you 
were cursed. 
That isn't 
reason 
enough for 
you to last 
this long. 


my 


| 


h 
a 


even 
if that 
one did 

succeed in 
stealing 

your soul... 


Whereas 
if you 
truly are 
a Child 
=f Iytother, 
ike us... 
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GIVE YOU 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING. 
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WHERE'D 
THE OUT- 
SIDERS 
GO? 


YOU'RE 
BACK! 
YAY! 


HANGING 
SHEETS 





EVEN /F 
LAM 
SOMEHOW 


ONE OF 
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SHIVA...7 
ARE 


YOu ALL 
RIGHT? 





TEACHER! 
ARE 


you 
OKAY?! 
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I FEARED 
THAT, 
SHOULD I 
TOUCH YOU, 
I MIGHT IN- 
ADVERTENTLY 
BRING THE 
CURSE DOWN 
ON You. 


YOU ARE 
UNDER 
THE DIVINE 
PROTECTION 
OF THE 
GOD IN 


INSIDE... WINE: 


YOU MUST 

BE, SINCE 
IN ALL THIS 

TIME, YOU 
HAVE SHOWN 


I KNOW 
THAT THAT 
FEAR IS 
UNNECES- 
SARY. 
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| WuATever Wo 
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MATTER?! IR 





A-ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT...7 














GOODNESS, 


YOU'RE 





I DON'T a 
HURT, AND mh a 
I'M NOT SAD, me HING 
BUT T STILL HURTS 
REALLY, Py AT ALL! 
REALLY 
FELT LIKE 
CRYING. 


ARE You 
ABSOLUTELY 
CERTAIN 
YOU'RE 


NOT 
HURT? 





I STILL 
CAN'T 


HELP 
WONDERING 
IF THIS 
IS TRULY 
WISE. 





BUT WHAT 


YOU ARE 
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REACH IT 
FROM MY 
SHOULDERS 
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Chapter 30 





TEACHER! 
TEACHER! 





I WHY DON'T 
y YOU TAKE 


7SK/ NONE 
OF THAT, 
NOW. THIS 
HOUSE IS 
OLD AND 
CREAKY. 





= 
on 
Fast 
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s 
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AFTER 
YOU ARE 


PROPERLY ’ AS | C'MON, 
BUNDLED TEACHER! 
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A MISSED ME, 


MISSED ME! 
I'M OVER 
HERE! 




















i FREEZING, 
TEACHER! 





I THINK 
IT'S 
ABOUT 
TIME WE 
HEADED 
BACK. 


YOu'LL 
CATCH 


A 
CHILL. 
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WHAT 
WERE 
you 
THINKING 
ABOUT? 


I WAS 
WONDERING 
WHAT THE 
SENSATION 


OF "COLD" 
WAS LIKE. 


YOU WERE 
THINKING 
BEFORE, 
WEREN'T 


I WASN'T 
TRULY 


LOST IN 
THOUGHT. 





IT |S... 
DISORIENTING 
WHEN I'M 
REMINDED 
THAT I CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
ANYTHING OF 


TO ’ 
SUDDENLY 
LOSE 
THEM 


THINGS THAT 
USED TO BE 
S50 NATURAL, 
50 COMMON 
AND an 


YOU DON'T 
oe 





BUT... 

IF YOU DON'T 
REMEMBER ANY 
OF THAT STUFF, 

THAT MEANS 

YOU DON'T 
REMEMBER 
“OUCH,” EITHER. 
RIGHT? 


Burs 
FORGETTING 
"OUCH" 


WOULD 
BE OKAY. 


AM. IT'S 
DEFINITELY 
A GOOD 





AN ODD 
SENSATION. 
“WEIRD,” I 
SUPPOSE. 


ABNORMA 
SENSATIONS 
HERE? 
IN YOUR 
CHEST? 


HAPPEN? 


















WHEN 
I THINK 
ABOUT HOW 
I'LL NEVER 
SEE AUNTIE 
AGAIN. 


MY CHEST 
FEELS ALL 


WEIRDER! 
I DON'T 


an eee 





WHAT PAIN 
IS LIKE, 








FINDING 
IT IN THIS 
SNOW 
WILL BE 
DIFFICULT. 


BUT IT'S 
REALLY 
IMPORTANT 








TERRIBLY 
LIKELY, BUT 
IT IS CON- 
CEIVABLE 
THAT THE 
SOLDIERS 
WILL BE 
AROUND. 


GO LOO 


REMEMBER 
WHERE IT 
WAS! 


IMPORTANT 
THINGS IS 
BAD! you 

HAVE TO GO 
AND FIND 

THEM RIGHT 

AwaAy! 


ONE WHO 
LOST IT, 
IT’S MY 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY TO 
FIND IT. 











HOLDING 
ONTO 
PROOF THAT 
I WAS ONCE 
HUMAN WILL 
20 NOTHING 
BUT REMIND 
ME OF WHAT 
I HAVE 
LOST. 


LT, 
DOESN'T 
SEEM AS 
/E IT WILL 


FINDING 
/T WILL NOT 
RESTORE ME 
TO MY HUMAN 

SELF OR 
GIVE BACK 

MY LIFE 


AS AN 
INSIDER. 


/T’S NOT 





THESE 
FOOTPRINTS 
ARE M/NE 
AND SHIVA'S, 
FROM WHEN 
WE WERE 
HERE 
EARLIER. 
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S 


WHERE'D 
ALL THE 
FIREWOOD 
GO? 





We'LL 
HAFTA 


rAd 

WYS ? 
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A Bonus from the Other Side 


TEACHER, 


I'M 
GONNA 
STAY UP ALL 
NIGHT AND 
WATCH THE 
STARS, 
Too! 


L Va 
ee ». | wow, I READ. 
FALLING [lll ‘ : ALTHOUGH, 
STAR? I a sO 9 =READING THE 
Ry SAME BOOKS 
OVER AND 
OVER DOES 
GROW 
DULL. 


SOMETIMES 
I GO 
OUTSIDE 
AND 
WATCH THE 
STARS. 


IT SEEMS 
SHE'S STILL 


FOR 
NIGHTERS. 





AW ioiepeconme CUTEST 


What do 
ou look 
like under 
that 
cloth? 


| searched 
for souls 
in all 
manner of 
nooks and 
crannies. 
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READING DIRECT! 


This book reads from right to left, Japanese style 

lf this is your first time reading mang you star 

reading from the top right panel on eac anit 

take it from there. If you get lost, just follow th 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards a 
. first, but vu -_ the hang of it! Have fu 





FAR FROM HOME 


Pursued by soldiers, Teacher and Shiva left their home and 


searched for a new one in a distant hamlet. They thought to 
hide away there, but fate was not so kind to them. The cursed 
soldiers... The Insiders’ plans... Even Teacher himself. The 


mysteries surrounding them slowly begin coming to light... 


TEEN 





